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“What’s Happening at the Lighthouse?” 
Find out by joining the 3rd annual fundraising dinner to 
celebrate; last years volunteers, artist in residences and hear 
about what really happens at the lighthouse. See Page Five  
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“Awesome place to spend the night and lots of history to take 
in. Great things are being done here.” ATV 

Introduction 
Welcome to our spring newsletter which featuring our upcoming 
activities and benefits that membership brings. Last year saw 350 
visitors to Porphyry Island and it is hoped more again this season 
considering the many new attractions. The Gordon Graham 
Gallery and the Mini-museum are only a few of our newest 
additions. For power boaters, kayakers and sailors; the 
interpretive programming will continue to increase with 
additions. Being made by Parks Canada’s Lake Superior National 
Marine Conservation Area. This season will see the opening of 
the Lake Superior Water Trail as part of the Canada 150 
celebrations of which Porphyry and Number Ten Lighthouses 
are interpretive points on the TransCanada Trails System. 
Canadian Lighthouses of Lake Superior has applied for two 
Canada Summer Jobs positions to restore and accommodate 
members and friends at Porphyry and Trowbridge Island, on 
selected dates. Our annual fundraising dinner is taking place 
soon on May 5th and the theme is “What’s Happening at the 
Lighthouse?” This is where you can meet some of the people 
who worked as Artist in Residence, and possibly win some exciting 
auction items associated with Porphyry Lighthouse visits and 
artwork. Finally for volunteers, we are taking registration for this 
coming season, to continue to build a strong and exciting visitor 
experience for every visitor to the islands. 2017 at the lighthouses 
is going to be another active year, and it’ll be your place to share 
in the beauty of Lake Superior. See you this summer! 

 Lighthouse News 
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AGM/ Membership 
With the upcoming Annual General Meeting, it’s time once again 
to renew your annual membership online.  

As a not-for-profit charitable membership driven organization, 
CLLS Single and Family Memberships provides financial 
resources to cover the costs of our annual insurance and part of 
our operational expenses.  

CLLS’s Associate Members: Thunder Bay Yacht Club, Thunder 
Bay Salmon Association, and Silver Islet Yacht Club also 
contribute fees alongside Parks Canada and Ontario Parks.  

Our Family Memberships have become very popular; last season 
more families visited the island and picnicked on the point at 
Porphyry. Day visitor can also make a donation onsite. 

If, as a member, you would like to become more involved by 
becoming a volunteer or board member, please email us and 
we’ll let you know about the process.  

Currently we are seeking an At Large candidate and Treasurer to 
join the board. Mark your calendar and plan to attend the AGM 
on May 17th. 

Touching Down 
Last summer’s activities included hosting 

our second annual Radio Contest with 
Magic 99.9 and Country 105 to entice 
more people to explore our beautiful 

Lake Superior destinations. Dalas and 
Melissa Hrabok, Arthur and Peggy 

Petersen are pictured above with Wisk 
Air Helicopters Pilot at Porphyry Island 

Helipad. Sail Superior, Prince Arthur 
Hotel, Archie’s Fishing Charters and 

CLLS all contributed to the two-day trip. 

Summer Job Experience! 
CLLS is looking for two candidates to become assistant 
lighthouse keepers for the summer.  

Do you know a student who is returning back to school 
in the fall? If so, applications will be accepted until 
April 30th. Duties include lighthouse keeping, painting, 
cutting grass, meeting visitors, providing tours of the 
Porphyry Island site and also occasionally working at 
the other lighthouses for maintenance.  

Email us at: canadian.lighthouses@gmail.com 

Or go to the clls.ca website mainpage and watch the 
Canada Summers Jobs video (click the play button). 

Created this past summer, the Plant Identification 
Book provides visitors with some background on 
the species of plants on the island. Forty pages of 

colour images and explanations, from (seen 
above) Arctic Disjunct to “Forget-me-nots” 

spread by settlers to the island in the 144 year 
operation of the lighthouse. 
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Visitor Attractions  
& Packages 

 This season the main attraction will again be 
Porphyry Island as we continue to make 
improvements to the Trowbridge Island 
infrastructure for future visitors.  

Number Ten lighthouse will again provide 
primarily a destination for kayakers with simple 
camping facilities on the island to accommodate 
small groups. Including a picnic table, a new 
end-to-end trail, fire-pit and ‘Thunderbox’! 

Porphyry’s main activities will be in guided tours 
to our new interpretive sites, light tower climbs 
and visitation to our Gordon Graham Gallery 
and Mini-museum.  

Our self -guided tour will include an opportunity 
to see forty identified plants on site and enjoy 
the new Parks Canada displays. The Parks signs 
will identify history, geology, shipwrecks and 
lighthouse family lore.  

Lake Superior Water Trail signage we be to 
orientate paddlers on Porphyry and Number 
Ten, with charts, safety information, and 
background on the Trans Canada Trails System.   

For those who don’t own a boat, packages will 
again be offered through Sail Superior, Wisk Air 
Helicopters, and Archie’s Fishing. 

Accommodations are available in our 
guesthouse and camping is comfortable at our 
newly designated sites.   

Camping is only available at Number Ten and 
Porphyry Islands. Bookings can be made online 
at our website. 

 

 

 

Our popular Artist in Residence program is back 
after a very successful first year. In all, four 
artists attended Porphyry Island site from a 
mixed media artist, writer, photographer and 
filmmaker.  

This season the contest is again open to 4 artists 
to ply their art and share with visitors their 
island experience.  

The program provides, accommodation in the 
staff quarters, with adjoined studio space and 
communal kitchen.  

Visitors to Porphyry enjoy seeing the many 
interpretations of the lighthouse through the eyes 
of the artists. This season will see some of last 
year’s Artist in Residence creations displayed in 
the Gordon Graham Gallery celebrating art and 
photography created by Gayle Buzzi and Lois 
Nuttall.  

In polling our artists they enjoyed the experience 
for many reasons; the sunrises & sunsets, the 
Black Sands Beach, the waterscapes & waves, 
and finally the dark skies available for night 
photography.  

To apply for the Artist in Residence program go 
the clls.ca website. Application process, outline 
and requirements are posted.  

“ Finally got out here 
by kayak and explored. 

Nothing but WOW!” 

Artist in Residence 



 

 
4 

Canadian Lighthouses of Lake Superior  Spring 2017 

 

In the news, CLLS has managed to continue to build stronger 
connections with National, Provincial and local stakeholders.  

The Lake Superior National Marine Conservation Area, under 
Parks Canada and the Thunder Bay Yacht Club, continue to build 
and strengthen our connections between the water and the land 
by extending out the docking facilities at both Trowbridge and 
Porphyry Islands.  

Last year’s dock additions were positive for many boaters whose 
draft had required deeper waters…but fortunately the new 
floating docks met the increase in boater traffic.  

This year will see additions of nine new interpretive signs from 
Parks Canada and the Trans Canada Trails opening on Canada 
Day. Interpretive signage will help visitors understand the rich 
history of the surroundings that more visitors are not aware.  

Porphyry Island celebrates its 144th birthday this season when the 
lighthouse started operations in July 1st, 1873.  

This year we are hoping that more visitors have the opportunity 
to visit our new attractions and facilities.  

As the summer progresses we hope to complete our work at 
Trowbridge for all to share. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Sleeping Giant Sunset From Porphyry Point Lighthouse. 

Connections 
 
Board of Directors 
Paul Capon - Chair 
Darrell Makin - Vice-Chair 
Vacant - Treasurer 
Deb Koivu - Secretary 
George Armstrong 
Archie Hoogsteen 
Joe Marcella 
Richard Matheson 
Vic Miller 
Paul Morralee 
Suzanne Sabaz 
 
Associate Members 
Ontario Parks 
Parks Canada- LSNMCA 
Silver Islet Yacht Club 
Thunder Bay Salmon Association 
Thunder Bay Yacht Club 
 
CLLS Incorporated under the Ontario 
Historical Society and Est. in 2014. 
 
Address: 
CLLS Inc. 
212 Miles St. E. – Suite #202 
Thunder Bay, ON 
P7C 1J6 
 

E: canadian.lighthouses@gmail.com  
W: clls.ca  
 
Newsletter: Paul Morralee 
Photographers: Lois Nuttall, Lissi 
Ranta, Stephaine Cressman. 
 
 
 

Happy Trails 
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